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C_E  I_R_I  0 G RIR  A_L  DISIRIC  T COUNCIL. 

ANNUAL REPORT.. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  vital 
statistics  of  the  Ceiriog  Rural  District  for  the  year  ended  3lst.  December, 1965- 
The  period  under  review  fell  entirely  within  the  province  of  my  predecessor, 

Ir.  T.  K.  Hughes.  It  is  not  my  intention,  therefore,  to  provide  lenghty  comments 
or  discussion  and  comments  that  I do  make  are  based  solely  on  figures  that  have  been 
provided  for  me. 

The  indidence  of  infectious  disease  was  again  low  for  1965  and  there  were 
no  serious  outbreaks  to  report  during  the  year. 

In  the  field  of  Public  Health  plans  were  completed  for  the  first  stage  *f 
the  Rhosywaun  Sewerage  Scheme  to  serve  the  Chirk  area.  This  stage  to  cost  in  the 
region  of  £110,000.  is  a tremendous  s^ge  forward  in  the  field  of  environment  health . 

A second  stage,  catering  for  expected  future  needs,  is  to  follow. 

POPULATION  - The  estimated  mid-year  population  as  given  by  the  Registrar  General  was 
7>82.0  as  compared  to  7>240  In  1964  and  7,260  in  1963.  This  decrease,  although  slight, 

, dies  reflect  the  pattern  that  has  evolved  in  Rural  Wales  particularly  since  the  last 
War,  but  of  course  in  other  parts  of  the  Country  the  decrease  has  been  far  more  severe. 

BIRTH? There  was  a total  of  129  live  births  notified  during  1965  as  compared  to  116 
in  1964«  This  is.  the  second  year  in  succession  that  an  increase  has  occurred  in  this 
area  but  in  England  and  Wales  in  general  there  has  been  a decrease  in  the  Birth  Rate 
in  the  last  two  years.  67  Boys  and  62  Girls  were  born,  and  there  was  one  illegitimate 
male  birth.  As  in  recent  years  the  majority  of  births  take  place  in  hospital  and  this 
reflects  the  general  trend  throughout  the  Country.  It  Is  anticipated  that  the  propor- 
tion of  hospital  confinements  will  increase  in  the  future. 

BIRTH  RATE  (Comparability  factor  1.12  ) 

The  birth  rate  was  18.0  and  when  adjusted  for  comparison  with  England  and  Wales  came 
to  20.16.  This  shows  an  increase  over  the  previous  year. 

The  birth  rates  for  England  and  Wales  In  1965  was  18.1,  a decrease  from  1964>  when  it 
was  18.4 

STILL  BIRTHS.  As  in  1964,  only  one  still  birth  was  registered  during  the  year. 

The  still  births  rate  was  7.69  as  compared  to  15.7  for  England  and  Wales.  The  national 
figure  of  15.7  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  this  Country,  and  reflects  the  much 
improved  maternity  services. 

DEATH? . There  was  a total  of  90  deaths  during  1965*  as  compare!  to  73  in  1964* 

This  is  the  first  year  in  which  an  increase  has  been  recorded  since  1961.  The  deaths 
include!  53  men  and  37  wcmen  and  as  in  the  previous  year  the  vast  majority  (76)  occured 
in  age  groups  over  55  years. 
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DEATHS  continued 


An  analysis,  of  the  causes  of  death  is  given  in  another  paragraph  below, 

DEATH  BATE  (Comparability  factor  l.Ol^ 

The  crude  death  rate  was  12«47'9nd  when  adjusted  for  comparison  with  England  and 
Wales  came  to  12, 5%  That  for  England  and  Wales  was  11,5. 

INFANT  DEATHS.  There  was  only  one  infant  death  under  the  age  of  one  year  registered 
during  the  year.  The  baby  who  died  was  a girl. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE , The  infant  mortality  rate  for  1965  was  7.75  as  compared 
to  8.62  in  1964.  Once  again  the  rate  for  this  district  is  well  below  that  for 
England  and  Wales,  which  was  19.0,  This  figure  of  19  is  the  lowest  national 
figure  ever  recorded, 

ANA  IIS  IS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  Ones  again  the  the  main  causes  of  death  were  diseases 
of  the  heart  and  circulation  and  cancer.  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation 
accounted  for  a total  of  55  deaths  altogether  and  Cancer  was  responsible  for  16. 
Goronary  Artery  Disease  continues  to  claim  more  victims  every  year  and  this  seems 
to  be  in  direct  ratio.’  to  the  improved  standards  of  living.  Many  causes  have 
been  attributed  to  the  increasing  incidence  of  coronary  disease,  these  include 
rich  diet,  too  little  exersise,  and  a general  increase  in  the  pace  of  life.  It  is 
difficult  to  single  out  whibh  of  these  various  attributable  causes  has  the  worst 
effect  but  the  fact  remains  quite  clear,  that  is  that  they  are  all  the  price  we 
pay  for  a relatively  affluent  way  of  life,  Cf  the  total  number  of  cancer  deaths 
only  one  was  from  canser  of  the  bronchus.  This  is,  of  course,  the  type  of  oancer 
that  is  so  closely  aligned  to  excessive  cigarette  smoking. 

INFECT lO'-S  DISEASES^  A total  number  of  39  infectious  diseases  were  notified 

during  the  year,  which  is  an  exceedingly  low  number  (cf.102  in  1964  and.  84  In  1963 ). 
It  will  be  noted  that  this  may  not  reflect  the  total  incidence  of  infectious 
disease  as^great  many  diseases  are  not  notifiable  and  also  increased  pressure  of 
work  on  general  practitioners  sometime  leads  to  neglect  of  notification.  It  is 
pleasing  to  note,  however,  that  no  major  epidemic  occurred  during  the  year.  The 
following  table  summarises  the  infectious  diseases  notified:- 


Measles  24 
Pneumonia  2 
Whooping  Cough  2 
Scarlet  Fever  6 
Tuberculosis  5 


Measles,  as  always,  is  the  moat  prevalent.  It  will  be  noted  that  five  new  cases 
of  tuberculosis  were  notified  as  compared  to  five  in  1964  and  four  in  1963* 

The  figures,  although  low,  show  that  Tuberculosis  is  still  a long  way  from  being 
eradicated  in  this  country  and  that  we  must  not  get  complacent  about  it.  A great 
deal  of  work  remains  to  be  dene  in  combating  this  disease,  that  was  at  one  time 
(and  until  comparitively  recently)  one  of  the  main  causes  of  death  in  this  country. 
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IMMUNISATION  AMD  VACCINATION, 

(a)  Diphtheria.  Whooping  Cough."  Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis 

The  following  table  summarises  the  protection  afforded  against  these  diseases 


during  1965  subdivided 

into  the 

various 

age-groups  s- 

Year  of 

Poliomyelitis 

Diphtheria 

Who opine  Cough 

Tetanus 

Birth.  Primary 

Boosters . 

Primary. 

Boosters 

. Primary. 

Boosters . 

Primary. 

Boosters  1 

1965 

24 

- 

46 

- 

46 

- 

46 

- 

j 

i 

J. 

1964 

80 

1 

54 

25 

: 54 

25 

54 

25 

i 

— L 

; 1963 

j 

14 

2 

5 

55 

! 

4 

55  | 

5 

55 

j 

j 

1 

i 

1 

i 

j 1962 

! 1 

8 

2 

— 

— 

11 

» 

2 

11 

2 

H 

i 

j 

11958  -1961 

t 

7 

93 

- 

24 

t ; 

15 

1 

- 

19 

i 

\ 

J. 

'1948  -1957 

j » 

i 

2 

48 

■ 

1 

13 

1 1 

10 

1 

i 

11 

f 

i 

Others- 

6 

i 

15 

- 

t - 

1 

} 

- 

i 

Totals 

141 

161 

108 

128 

: 107. 

116. 

108. 

121. 

i 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  figures  for  young  babies  with  regard  to  Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  are  very  similar.  This  is  because  as  three  are  administered 
simultaneously  in  the  form  of  the  ’’Triple  Antigen” . All  the  figures  in  the  above 
table  show  a substantial  increase  on  the  preceding  year. 


(b)  Smallpox. ' 


j Age  at  Bate  of 

Vaccination. 

Primary 

Vaccination. 

Boosters. 

i 

■ - 0-12  months 

2 ! 

- 

1 year 

47  j 

i 

2-4  years 

3 S 

- 

5 -14  years 

1 

i 

3 

j 

15  years  plus 

j 

2 

1 

_ | 

1 

—4 

: T otals 

54 

3 

Here  again  the  figures  show  a substantial  increase  as  compared  with  19&4-. 

Whilst  this  is  most  encouraging  a great  deal  of  work  remains  to  be  done  in  persuading 
mothers  to  have  their  children  protected.  Throughout  the  country  in  general  the 
vaccination  state  of  the  community  has  fallen  to  a dangerously  low  level  since  vaccin- 
ation caesed  to  be  compulsory  after  the  war,  and  we  are  now  increasingly  dependent  on  o 
the  vigil  being  kept  at  sea  and  air -ports  to  prevent  infected  persons  entering  the 
country  from  parts  of  the  world  where  smallpox  is  still  a grave  problem. 

OHIROPOPI  SERVICE . 

This  service  became  more  firmly  established  and  expanded  during  1965. 

At  Ghirk  the  number  of  persons  on  the  register  rose  to  64  and  total  number  of 
attendances  for  the  year  was  289.  53  sessions  were  held. 

Puring  the  autumn  clinics  were  commenced  at  Glynceiriog  and  at  Llanrhaeadr  Y.M 
j&t  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  12  persons  on  the  register  at  Glynceiriog  and  17 
at  Llanrhaeadr. 
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It  is  customary  in  this  report  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
thank  his  colleagues  and  staff  for  their  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year 
under  review 0 This  for  obvious  reasons  I cannot  do;  but, outside  the  context  of 
this  report,  I would  like  to  convey  my  appreciation  of  the  welcome  I myself  have 
received  from  the  Council  and  Officers  during  the  short  period  that  I have  held 
office  this  year« 

Finally  I would  also  like  to  pay  my  own  personal  tribute  to  my  predecessor 
Dr*  T.  Kenrick  Hughes,  whom  I have  known  for  several  years  both  as  a colleague  and 
friend. 


I am, 

Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  Gareth  M,  Williams. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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HOUSING 

LLANGEDWIN  - Negotiations  are  in  progress  for  the  purchase  of  1.62  acres 
of  land  near  to  the  existing  houses  at  Maes  Cedwyn  and  a provisional  layout  has 
been  approved  for  the  erection  of  4 Bungalows  for  Old  Age  Pensioners  and  6 Houses 
for  general  need. 

GLINCEIRIQG  - Negotiations  are  also  in  progress  for  the  purchase  of  2.13 
acres  of  land  in  this  village  for  the  erection  of  GtL&  Age  Pensioners  Bungalows. 

CHIRK.  - The  fifty  Aluminium  Bungalows  in  Bronywaun,  Chirk,  have  deteriorated 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  considered  the  time  has  arrived  to  commence  making 
arrangements  for  the  demolition  of  theseland  consequent  re-housing  of  the  tenants. 

To  meet  the  need  plans  are  being  prepare!  to  erect  21  flats  and  4 houses  on  vacant 
land  at  Rhosywaun  to  commence  re-housing  the  tenants  from  the  Aluminium  Bungalows 
and  also  for  the  re-development  of  this  site  by  the  erection  of  86  houses  and  flats. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  scheme  will  commence  during  1967. 

BIB  SHELTERS  - A scheme  for  the  erection  of  14  Bus  Shelters  throughout  the  district 
has  been  prepared  which  would  be  of  considerable  assistance  to  the  travelling 
public,  particularly  school  children,  but  unfortunately  due  to  economic  situation 
of  the  country  it  is  not  possible  to  proceed  with  these  at  present. 

IMPROVEMENTS  to  DWELLING  HOUSES,  - Following  the  survey  of  houses  without  the  five 
standard  amenities  (Bath,  H & C Water  Supply,  internal  W.G.,  Larder  and  wash  basin) 
active  follow  up  work  has  taken  place  by  meeting  owners,  re-inspections  and  sales 
of  property,  with  the  result  that  during  1*65  applications  have  been  approved  for 
discretionary  grants  in  respect  of  seven  properties  and  standard  grants  in  respect 
of  29  properties. 

HOUSING  REPAIRS  ACCOUNT 

The  following  Tables  show  the  value  of  the  work  carried  out  during  1964  in 
connection  with  the  maintenance  of  the  Council’s  Housing  Estates 

No.  of  Houses  To  Credit  Repairs  To  Jebit  Repairs  Average  Cost 

Account. Account. ner  house. — 

890  £10677.  0.  0.  £11374.  0.  0.  £11.  1.  11. 

REGISTERED  COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Rural  District. 


5 


c 


4 » 


« 


) 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

During  the  year  the  following  samples  have  been  taken  from  Council 
and  Privately  owned  water  supplies: - 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  ANALYSIS 

Public  Supplies  - Satisfactory  42. 

tnsatisfactory  3 

Private  Supplies  — 

Chemical  - Satisfactory  2 

Bacteriological -Unsatisfactory  5. 

FLCRIDATI  ON , 

As  instructed  by  the  Welsfe  Office  the  Council  has  given  much  consider- 
ation to  the  subject  of  floridation  of  water  supplies  and  decided  against  intro- 
ducing floride  to  the  water  supplies  in  the  area. 


Tear  1965*  No  of  Houses.  Direct  to  House  Standpipe 

No.  Percentage. No.  Percentage. 


Chirk 

1178 

11178 

100$ 

frlyn  Traian. 

298 

266 

88.6$ 

Glynceiriog 

237 

265 

82.8$ 

Llancadwaladr  j 

} 

& 

32 

74.4$ 

Llanarmon  D.G.  ; 

66 

57 

86.3$ 

2 

3.0 

Hansilin 

306 

24 3 

8l.l 

7 

2.3 

i 

Llangedwyn 

54 

54 

100$ 

Llanarmon  M.M.  | 

17 

17 

100$ 

Llanrhaeadr  I .Ml 

2?6 

284 

97.2$ 

4 

1.4 

j 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 


Houses  visited 

639 

n revisited 

624 

Water  Supplies 

291 

Nuisances 

76 

Sewerage  &S ewage  Disposal 

360 

New  Buildings 

682 

Various 

724 

Food  Premises 

20 

Caravans 

2 

Slaughterhouses 

121 

OFFICES.  SHOPS  & RAIIMAY  PREMISES  ACT .1963. 

The  number  of  premises,  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year  totals  39  and  employed 
in  these  premises  are  57  men  and  65  women.  Forty  six  inspections  have  been 
carried  out  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  in  a number  of  premises  occupiers 
have  had  or  were  having  work  carried  out  to  bring  their  premises  up  to  the  standard 
required  by  this  Act, 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

i 

Cows. 

Calves 

Sheep 
& Lambs. 

Pigs.! 

i 

| Number  killed  ) 
j Number  inspected) 

54 

i 

- 

7 42 

i 

9C  I 
i 

j AH  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
j and  Cysticercio 
! Whole  carcases  condemned 

i 

i 

l 

. 

- 

1 

i 

! Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
j organ  was  condemned 

, ,,  - 

4 

I 

- 

16 

13 

1 Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
i effected  with  disease  other  than 
! tuberculosis  and  cyticerci.  ■ 755 

! 

i 

! 

“ ! 

i 

2.2 

14 

... , j. 

| Tuberculosis  Only 
! Whole  carcases  condemned. 

— 

1 

: 

- 

- 

- i 

i 

j, 

| Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
i organ  was  condemned. 

- ! 

i 

- 

j 

i _ 

i 

< 

4 ' 

j 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis.  ; - 

! 

1 

- 

j 

i 

6 ! 

j 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  - 174  lbs. 


There  are  three  licensed  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  but  only  two  of  these 
were  in  use  during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  increased  by 
forty  two  and  the  amount  of  meat  condemned  increased  by  Ninety  two  pounds. 

All  condemned  meat  and  offal  is  taken  away  by  private  contractors  and  disposed 
of  so  that  none  can  be  sold  for  human  consumption.  One  hundred  percent  inspection  of 
animals  is  maintained  and  all  carcases  stamped  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  • 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS . I960. 


Type  of  Premises o 

Humber . 

No. complying 
with  Reg:  16. 

No.  to  which 
Reg:  19  applies. 

; Mo. complying 
. with  Reg:19* 

s 

Butchers 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Grocers  ; 

34 

34 

| 34 

34  i 

Greengrocers  ! 

6 

5 

5 

i 5 

i 

i 

Sugar  Confectionary 

4 

4 

4 

4 

; 

Bakehouses 

2 

2 

2 

1 2 
i 

Cttfes  & Res  tur ants  j 

8 | 

8 

8 

I 

8 i 

Licensed  Premises  ; 

18 

18 

18 

18 

Chemists  • 

i ; 

2 i 

2 

2 

2 

I 

a. 
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UNBOUND  FOOD  & FOOD  & DRUGS  ACT  1955  Sec. 

Drning  the  year  the  amount  of  food  which  was  unsound  and  surrendered 
to  the  department  is  as  follows s- 


Cooked  Meat 

38  lbs. 

Tinned  Vegetables 

36 

11  Tomatoes 

95 

u Meat 

15 

,T  Fruit 

104 

n Rice  Pudding 

14 

11  S oup 

29 

" Fish 

12 

Jams  & Marmalade 

1 

Cheese  (Processed) 

1 lb. 

Potted  Meat 

1 

Butter 

3i  lbs 

Margarine 

8 ozs . 

Flour 

3 lbs. 

Tinned  Milk 

5 

AH  condemned  food  is  disposed  of  on  the  Council’s  Refuse  Tip. 


MILK  & DAIRIES, 

It  'las  not  necessary  to  institute  formal  proceedings  under  the  Act 
for  any  breach  of  Regulations..  Ad-vice  on  structural,  improvements  was  given  where 
necessary. 

FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspection  made 
by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


i 

Premises. 

' a. 

Number  on 
Register. 

(a) 

Number  of 
Inspections. 

(3) 

j Occupiers  ' 
Written  Prosecuted.  ! 

i (5) 

i - 

$±)  Factories  in  which  Section  1.2. 

3.4  & 6 are  to  be  inforced  by 
j Local  Authorities 

! " 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

[ii  factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

' 

26 

33 

Nil 

1 

1 

i 

Nil 

(iii)Ofcher  Premises  in  Section  7 

is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-worker  premises)  Mil 

i 

Nil 

I 

Nil 

t 

Nil 

Total 

26 

33 

Nil 

Nil 
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FACT  CRIES  ACT  1961 

Cases  in  whiclr  Defects  were  found 


Particulars . 


Mo.  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found-. 


No.  of  cases  in  which 
prosecutions  were 

instructed. 


Found  Remedied i i m w. Referred  R 

! ! Inspector • H.Mfifnspe 


ctor^ 


TO- 


UT 


UT 


T57 


U7 


UT 


Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

Over  cr  owding  (S  .2 ) 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S .3 ) 
Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 
Insufficient  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 


Sanitary  Conveniences  (S,7) 
a)  Insufficient. 


b ) Unsuitable  or  defective, 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes. 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

J 

Total 


ii 


• ICE  CREAM.  - All  Ice  Cream  in  the  district  is  pre-packed  and  manufactured 
by  refutable  firms  outside  the  district. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 


Males 


Female 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

M 11  Lung,  Bronchus  1 

Other  malignant  & Lymphatic  Neoplasms  6 

Leukaemia,  A leukaemia  ~ 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  13 

Coronary  lisease,  Angina  12 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  2 

Other  leart  Disease  5 

" Circulatory  Disease  1 

Bronchitis  5 

Other  lis eases  of  Respiratory  System  1 


Neplpritis  & Nephrosis 

Other  defined  & ill -defined  diseases 

Motor  Vehiole  Accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  & operations  of  war 


1 

8 

1 

6 

5 

7 

2 

1 

1 

4 


1 


Cases  at  1965, 


Pulmonary  — Male 

Female 

INon-Pulmonary-  Male 

Female 


11 

1 


7 
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PIANS  SUBMITTED  DURING  the  YEAR 


fa)  Alterations  and  Conversions  51 

(b)  New  Buildings  58 

(c)  Approved  Id 

(d)  Not  approved  ^ 

(e)  Carried  out  77 
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